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From the Universalist Magazine. 
TO THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 
IN MARLBOROUGH, VERMONT. 

Brethren—I take this method to acknowledge the 
receipt of a copy of both your public admonitions, 
together with the sentence of excommunication, you 
have pronounced upon me. I thank you heartily 
for all your good intentions in dealing with your 
rejected brother, and deeply regret the pain an 
unsuccessful result may have given to benevolent 
dispositions. 

I would gladly have come to the conclusion, that 
it was best to make no reply to your doings, and 
probably should, had it not been for a conviction, 
that in duty to myself, to you and the cause of truth, 
some things ought not to pass unnoticed, or lie be- 
fore the public in their present form. And the same 
reasons which induce me to reply, will render it 
impossible to avoid the utmost freedom in my re- 
marks, though I am not conscious of the least design 
to retaliate, or wound your feelings. Feeling it an 
act of duty to you, and justice to myself, faithfully 
to point out wherein I think you are wrong, I pass 
without further compliments to notice some expres- 
sions in those official documents I have received 
from you, connected with various circumstances 
relating to the same subject. 

The first thing I shall notice, is a misrepresenta- 
tion of my sentiments in the following words of the 
complaint: “In denying the endless punishment of 
the finally impenitent.” This expression, if it means 
any thing, supposes that I believe the wicked will 
be made happy though not holy; that notwithstand- 
ing they remain rebels against God to all eternity, 
they will be made participants in the joys of the 
heavenly state. You very well know, that when I 
was before the church, I denied believing any such 
doctrine, and stated to you expressly that it was in 
a way of holiness and reconciliation to God, that I 
hoped and expected the final happiness of all men; 
that I did not believe in a salvation in sin, but from 
sin; and afterwards proved from the positive testi- 
mony of scripture, that the work of reconciliation 
would ultimately be universal. And you, then, at 
least your Rev. Pastor, understood my views on this 
subject. And that you should after this extend the 
abuse through all your public censures, proclaim- 
ing from the desk, repeatedly, that I believed a 
doctrine which you knew I did not, is what you 
may answer to your conscience and your God. I 
have no inclination to make any use of it, only to 
vindicate my sentiments to the public. I have 
therefore only to add, on this particular, that “he 
that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which 





he doeth, and there is no respect of persons with 
God.” However, this is not all. Not only my 
sentiments have been misrepresented to the public, 
but my moral principles stand impeached by an- 
other false statement in your first admonition, which 
reads as follows: “ And according to your own con- 
fession in being guilty of the rashness and ptesump- 
tion of advocating and propagating doctrines dan- 
gerous to the morals and souls of men.” Was it 
because you had nothing on which to found this 
allegation, that you have forged my testimony in its 
favour? Was it because you had no evidence to 
prove to the world that it was a licentious doctrine, 
that you have represented me as pleading guilty to 
the charge? Or did you think that the charges 
brought against me were not sufficient to justify 
your proceedings, and therefore took the liberty to 
make such additions as seemed good in your own 
eyes? You very well know I never made any such 
confession to you, nor could I believe you intended 
to be so understood, thougt: you had fully expressed 
it, till I found that some of your number had per- 
sonally put the same story in circulation amongst 
my friends. I wisi not to attach any blame to the 
innocent; but this charge, to which I plead not 
guilty, comes to the public by the unanimous voice 
of the church; I have therefore; only to say, that if 
the church have indeed unanimously anointed this 
thistle to be king over them, if they have unani- 
mously agreed to justify their proceedings to the 
public by falsely charging me with the most sacri- 
legious abomination, then let them come and put 
their trust under its shadow, but remember it is a 
bramble which will wound the flesh, thougi: it may 
possibly keep off the dogs. But if not, if they do 
not agree in supporting this charge, then let fire 
come out of the thistle and devour the cedars of 
Lebanon. Let them prove by a dissenting voice 
that they have no part nor lot in this matter. The 
commandment says, “thou shalt not bear false wit- 
ness.” Reminding you, that with the same judg- 
ment you judge, you shall be judged, and with the 
same meastire you mete, it shall be measured to you 
again. I shall say no more on several expressions 
found in your letters which imply that when I uni- 
ted with you, I was insincere, that I was hypocriti- 
cal, and acted the part of a deceiver. You have 
given ne the judgment of a hypocrite, and me2- 
sured to me the portion of him that lies to God, and 
why? Because I did not continue to be a hypocrite, 
because I did not continue to mock God with my 
vain pretensions, and deceive my brethren by pro- 
fessing what I did not possess. If I had persisted in 
it. you would still have welcomed me to your bosom : 








but 


me to perdition, 


the moment I forsook that Course, you doomed 
Now, admitting I was as hypo-| 
critical as you suppose me to have been, will you 


serpously say, that it was wrong for me to throw off 


the mask and become an honest man, to re pent of 


such wickedness, and forsake it? Andon the other 


hand, allowing [ was sincere in my professions, gloes 


it prove I was not sincerely wrong? And will you 


say, that God requires his creatures to continue in 


the wrong because they have once engaged in it? 


Do vou beheve he 
be olte red 


Suppose I should come betore God, and say, Lord, 


would accept of any excuse which 
could in vindication of such conduct? 
Tam sensible Lam in the wrong, Iam conscious | 
am acting a base part, and going in direct opposi- 
tion to thy requirements; but Tam determined to 
I once 
this 


persist in it, for I once covenanted to do so. 


vowed to God and man that | would pursue 
course, and vow Lam determined to sacrifice my 
conscience, every principle of righteousness, and all 
the duties I owe to thee and to my fellow men, and 
put at defiance all thy commands, to support that 
L then thought it 


was right, but am now satisfied it is wrong; but I 


promise which I rashly made. 


will not, I may not forsake it, because thou hast my 
promise that I would not. Would not this come 
home like a two edged sword, © Who hath required 
this at your hand? Hath the Lord more delight in 
sacrifices than in obeying the voice of the Lord? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hear- 
ken than the tat oframs.” You say I have no vight 
to pursue that course which seripture and con- 
science dictate, because [| once promised to do 
What is this but making void the com- 


What is this but 


commanding all people, nations, and languages to 


otherwise. 


mands of God by your tradition ? 


fall down and worship the image you have set up, 
on pain of being cast alive into the burning fiery 
furnace of hell? Lam not careful to answer youin 
this matter, for the God whom I serve is able to de- 
liver me from the burning fiery furnace, and he will 
deliver me. But be that as it may, be it known un- 
to you, I will not serve your gods, nor worship the 
image you have set up. And besides, if you con- 
deinn me as a covenant breaker, by what course of 
Did you not 


once covenant with me, and with God on my ac- 


reasoning will you justify yourselves ? 


count, as much as I covenanted with you? By what 
authority then have you disannulled that covenant, 
and cast me out of the church? -You say, perhaps, 
that you have a reason which will justify you in it; 
so I say I have a reason which will justify the course 
[ have pursued; but for acting upon that reason 
you condemn me; and do you not then give sen- 
tence against yourselves? The Lord judge between 
me and you, and reward every man according to bis 
works. I suppose you thought God was willing to 
have the connexion dissolved, or you never would 
have presumed to do it in his name. I suppose you 
were Willing, as you profess to be governed by the 
will of God. I believe God was willing, and I know 
I was. If, then, the parties are all agreed, where is 
the blame ? Who is aggrieved by it? Who has any 
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cause to complain F 





But, alter all, [deny that I ever made a covenant 
with you that placed me in the situation you rep 


sent. One promise which I made ia that covenant 


}and which summed up ali the rest, was, “'That f 


would at all times, by aid of God’s grace yield my 

self to be his willing and obedient subject, sacrediy 
keep all his commandments, and walk rm the stat- 
That 


this protiise recognizes, as my right, nav, as my 


utes and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 


duty to reject whatever in your taith or practice, is 
contrary tote doctrines of heaven, will be admitted 
And if it did 


yot, vou must acknowledge that covenant ts what it 


by everv rational and candid man. 


should not be, for whether to obey God or man, is a 
question which was long since decided. Where then, 
is that flagrant violation of covenant vows so much 
complained of ? If you have not received for doc- 
trines the commandments of men which you are 
determined to support at every hazard, I see nothing 
to prevent your saving with the apostle, “ Let every 
one be fully persuaded in his own mind, to his own 
he falleth.” 
more right to say what are the doctrines and pre 


master standeth or If you have no 
cepts of heaven, than I have, then yowhave no right, 
on the strength of that covenant, to condemn me for 
disagreeing with you. Does it not intimate a wrong 
spirit in yourselves soto do? Is not the language 
of such conduct, We are the people, and wisdom 
dwells with us? Look at an expression which comes 
to me in your name, and see if it does not corrobo- 
rate this idea: “ By becoming a blind leader of the 
blind.” Why, certainly, 
that you see, but we do not, and therefore you treat 
However, I forbear to make re- 
marks on any thing which manifests a spirit so 


What does this imply ? 
us with contempt. 


much like that which actuated the Pharisee, when 
he stood by himself, and prayed thus: “God, I 
thank thee that Iam not as other men, or even as this 
poor publican.” (Universalist) 
your consideration the words of our Saviour. St. 


I onty submit for 
John ix. “ And Jesus said, for judgment I am come 
into this world, that they which see not might see, 
and that they which see might be made blind. And 
some of the Pharisees which were with him, heard 
these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also? 
Jesus said unto them, if ye were blind ye should 
have no sin; but now ye say, We see, therefore your 
sin remaineth.” On your own ground judge for 
yourselves, whose situation is most dangerous, yours 
or mine. The blind leaders of the blind, of whom 
the Saviour speaks, were the Pharisees, who said, 
We see; we have all the true light there 1s in the 
world; not the poor ignorant publicans whom they 
despise ; and if this is not the case now, what mean- 
eth this bleating of the sheep, and this lowing of 
the oxen which I hear? Iam sure Amalek is not 
destroyed. 

These being some of the circumstances unde: 
which your admonitions came to me, you need not 
be greatly surprised that they had so little effect on 
However, you are pleased to impute it 
You say, “It is in vain we 


my mind. 
to a different cause. 
reason with you, &c. so long as your heart is 
shielded against the truth, with a fixed determina- 
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tion to pursue your own chosen way.” But by 
what right do vou say it? I told youl only waited 
to be convinced of my fault, and I was ready to ac- 
knowledge it. But instead of endeavouring to con- 
vince me, you came before the public and declared 
I was determined I would not be convinced. How 
do you know? You never tried to convince me. You 
have never produced one scrap of evidence to prove 
that my doctrine is not true, and that my practice 
as a preacher is not scriptural. You say, indeed, 
that my doctrine is demoralizing, and that my prac- 
tice is unscriptural; but why did you not bring for- 
ward the evidence which proved it so, before you 
presumed I would not be convinced? You say, too, 
in so many words, that I pervert the Scriptures. 
But how do you know that? Have you ever heard 
me pervert the Scriptures? When I was called be- 
fore you, I produced a few of those Scriptures 
which, to my understanding, revealed the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation in the most plain, and direct 
language. I produced no passage of Seripture that 
needed any explanation to accomodate it to my 
purpose, nor did I offer any explanations. I told 
you simply for what purpose I quoted them, and 
what I understood by them; and I then called on 
you repeatedly to tell me wherein I misunderstood 
them, and to inform me what they did mean, and to 
what I might apply them, if I did not now under- 
stand and apply them correctly. But I received no 
answer. 4 also informed you, that I had made the 
same request to the brethren who had dealt with me 
in private, and had received for answer, that they 
must frankly acknowledge they were mysteries to 
them, that they did not understand them, that they 
did not know what they did mean; and you gave 
no intimation that you understood them better than 
they did. But yet you called on me publicly to dis- 
believe them, and finally, excommunicated me be- 
cause I did not. And not only so, but some of the 
brethren immediately after that church meeting, 
observed, that if their Rev. Pastor had got to an- 
swer the questions then put to him and the church, 
he ought to be in his study very quick; and these 
very brethren, who had this view of the subject, 
gave their voice in that unanimous vote that I should 
be admonished for believing that doctrine which 
they thought would be very difficult for their minis- 
ter to disprove. Thus you have the amount of proof 
which vou made against me. I cannot believe 
there isa text in the whole Bible, more applicable 
fo the church in Marlborough, than that in Isaiah 
XXvi. 17, 18. “Like as a woman with child that 
draweth near the time of her delivery, is in pain, 
and erieth out in her pangs, so have we been in thy 
sight, O Lord. We have been with child, we have 
been in pain, we have as it were brought forth 
wind, we have not wrought any deliverance in the 
earth, neither have the inhabitants of the world 
fallen:” Tnstead of arguments drawn from reason 
and Scripture, to convince and reclaim me, I find 
nothing but the most visionary appeals to passion, 
which cannot have the weight of a feather in the 
mind of a rational man. Let us approach one of 
these monsters of terror with the iight of truth, and 





nesss from whence it came. You call on me to 
“look forward to the awful day of accounts, when I 
must give up an account of my stewardship, and see 
the blood of souls which will be required at my 
hand.” What do you mean by this? Do you mean 
to take the ground of the slothful servant, and seri- 
ously charge God with reaping where he had not 
sowed, taking up that which he has not laid down, 
and requiring that which he has noi given? You 
have all along denied that I have any stewardship, 
that I have ever been employed by the head of the 
church to labour in his vineyard, that I ever had 
the care of souls intrusted to me. But now, you tell 
me, | must answer for that which I never had, that 
God will call on an 
which he never intrusted to me, that if immortal 


me to give account of that 
souls are lost, I must answer it at my peril, though 
he never committed them to my care. Did God 
require of the prophet any but those over whom he 
had made him a watchman? Was it a true prophet 
or a false one, of whom God said, he would require 
the blood (not of immortal souls, but) of the house 
of Israel ? 
and had his master’s goods put into his hands, that 


Was it he that was actually a steward, 


was called upon to render an account of them; or 
was it some other man, who had never received a 
farthing? But on what principle is this awful ac- 
in to be made up? You say it is this: He that 
never received one talent will have to answer for 
If the pro- 
phet Jeremiah were now upon earth, and I should 


the improvement of five, ten, or more. 


ask him, how any idea so absurd, so wonderful, so 
horrible, was ever received or supported by a pro- 
fessed Christian church, could he give a more per- 
tinent reason than is expressed in the Sth chapter 
of his prophecy; “ The prophets (says he) prophesy 
falsely, and the priests bare rule by their means, and 
my people love to have it so,” submit to it, and ac- 
quiesce in it; and with what propriety does he ask, 
“What will ye do in the end thereof?” Your 
preachers tell you, that the number of the elect is 
definite, that it cannot be altered, increased, nor 
diminished; that God will save his chosen few in 
spite of men and devils; and then they will tell you 
in the next breath, that now there is an opportunity 
for you to secure your salvation; but if you area 
little negligent, if you are inattentive to it, your 
chance will soon be over, and then you are lost 
eternally. And so long have these absurdities been 
palmed upon you as truth, that you now tell us (for 
ought I know seriously) that Lam ruining immor- 
tal souls, those very souls, whom God from all eter- 
nity, predestinated to eternal life: (for you surely 
will not charge me with ruining the reprobates 
whom God has decreed to endless wrath.) If there 
is any consistency in such doctrine, it is out of my 
But I forbear to dwell longer on this side of 
the subject. Before I close, I feel it my privilege, 
gratefully to acknowledge your kind intentions in 
delivering me over to the visible kingdom of satan, 


sight. 


which was, you say, for the destruction of my fleshly 
and corrupt principles and practices, that my spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus, which 
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authorizes me to believe that you never would have 
done as you have, had you not supposed that my 
holiness and final salvation depended more on the 
kingdom of satan than on the kingdom of Christ. 
It is as much as to say, If you had remained in the 
visible Kingdom of Christ, you would, in all pro- 
bability, have filled up the measure of your in- 
iquity, and become a vessel of wrath fitted for 
destruction; but by the purifying nature of the 
satanic kingdom and influence, there is some rea- 
son to believe you will be purged and come forth 
as gold seven times purified. To a fate so merci- 
fully designed, I submit without a murmur, com- 
mending myself and you to him who hath the resi- 
due of the spirit, knowing that he can make the 
wrath of man praise him, and will restrain the re- 
mainder; and that he will “destroy in this moun- 
tain the face of the covering cast oyer all people, and 
the vail that is spread over all nations. He will 
swallow up death in victory, and the Lord God will 
wipe away tears fiom off all faces, and the rebuke of 
his people shall he take away from off all the earth, 
for the Lord hath spoken it. And it shall be said 
in that day, Lo, this is our God, we have waited for 
him, and he will save us: this is the Lord, we have 
waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his 
’ Then the breach shall be healed, peace 





salvation.’ 


shall be restored to man, and we shall mingle toge- 
ther the joys of immortal blessedness in the ki 


HUBBARD H. WINCHESTER. 

——— 

REMARKS ON THE NEW HEAVEN AND 
NEW EARTH. 

Our last Number contained the conclusion of Br. 
Kneeland’s Sermon, on Rev, xx. 10. On reading 
it, we were impressed with a conviction that Br. 
Kneeland would extend his views a little farther, on 
deliberately considering the subject of the “ New 
heaven and new earth.” Knowing that a differ- 
ence of opinion, and the frank expression of that 
opinion, will be far from giving umbrage to Br. K., 
we proceed to give our view of the subject. In our 
last Number, p. 18, col. 2. Br. K. says, 

“ Many more of a similar nature might be 
quoted, if it were deemed necessary, to estab- 
lish the point for which we are now contend- 
ing; which is, that the whole of this book has rela- 
tion to the events of time; and some have even 
gone so far as to suppose that all its representations 
have been fulfilled, To this latter idea, however, I 
am not prepared to subscribe ; for no event which 
has yet taken place can in any sense answer to the 
description given of the new heaven, and the new 
earth: not that I think there will ever be a new 
earth, literally, much less a new heayen, but some- 
thing that will answer more fully to the description 
given inthis book than any thing which has yet 
been experienced by mortals.” 

To be brief, we ask, What was the old heaven 
and the old earth? Br. K. will not admit the idea 
of a Jiteral understanding of the subject. (Conse- 
quently, that which is to answer to the description 
given in this book, must not be literal. Was no* 
the old heayen, the Jewish Church worship? And 
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the old earth, the Jewish rule and dominion? If 
so, then the old heaven and the old earth are gone ; 
to use John’s words, “no place was found for 
them.” Now we consider that no interregnum 
happened. The new heaven and new earth, imme- 
diately took place of the old. For proof, see Isa. 
Ixv. 17,18. “For behold, I create new heavens 
and a new earth ; and the former shall not be re- 
membered, nor come into mind. But be ye glad 
and rejoice for ever in that which I create ; for be- 
hold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people 
a joy.” The new heaven, tLen, and the new Jeru- 
salem, are one. The new rule and dominion, and 
new earth, areone. But we have a more extensive 
sense, which points to the time, or age, in the new 
earth. The old earth was, emphatically, the old 
earthly man, Adam, who was from the earth. The 
second Adam was the Lord from heaven. Manis now 
created, in Christ Jesus, unto good works. Here isa 
new earth, or new rule and dominion ; Christ reign- 
ing where sin and death reigned in the old earth. 
Paul had his eye upon this, and cherished these 
views, we think, when he declared, to the Galatians, 
(iv. 26.) “Jerusalem, which is above,is free, which 
is the mother of us all.” To the Hebrews, (xii. 
22, 23,) “ But ye are come unto Mount Zion, and 
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeru- 
salem,” &c. Quere. How could Paul and his 
compeers be said to have (in the past tense,) come 
unto “the cify of the living God, the heavenly Je- 
rusalem,” if the city has not come to this day, but is 
yet future? John says, “ [saw a new heaven and 
anew earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
were passed away!’ They were gone! “And I 
John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, [the same 
that Paul came unto, unless there are twe,] coming 
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a great 
voice out of heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, 
and they shall be his people, and God himself shall 
be with them, and be their God. And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain ; for the former 
things are passed away. And he that sat upon the 
throne, said, Behold, I make all things new. And 
he said unto me, Write; for these words are true 
and faithful. And he said unto me, It is done.” 
The declaration of Christ to the woman of Sama- 
ria, is of the same import—John iv. 20—24, “ Our 
fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say 
that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to 
worship. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe 
me, the hour cometh when ye shall neither in this 
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 
Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we 
worship: for salvation is oftheJews. But the hour 
cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for 
the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a 
a Spirit, and they that worship him, must worship 
him in spirit and in truth.” Surely, the mind of 
the believer is the place, where the new Jerysalem 
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is to be found. It is there that God dwells. There 
js his tabernacle. 

Again. Brother K., page 19. col. 1. says,— 
“ Instead of looking forward, therefore, to the 
day, when whosoever is not found written im 
the book of life shall be cast into the lake of 


fire, with dread, and fearful apprehension, I hail 


it as one of the most joyful eras recorded in all 
the sacred volume. Then will be brought to pass 
the truth of the following testimony, (ch. xxi. ver. 3.) 
“ Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them, and be their 
God; and he will wipe away all tears from their 
eyes, and death will be no more; for the former 
things are passed away.” 

Now we respond, with John, and say, “It 1s 
pone!” Christ declares—*“ He that liveth and be- 
lieveth in me, shall never die.” There is no more 
death to the believer; “ for the former things are 
passed away.” The old Jerusalem was a Pharisa- 
ical workshop ; where every one laboured to save 
himself, and damn his neighbour. The new Jeru- 
salem is a temple of rest. The workisdone. The 
old earth was full of the pollutions of sin and death. 
The new earth, purged by the High Priest of our 
profession, is quickened into life, and light, and love. 
Tears are wiped away. The eye, no longer dim- 
ned with the rain of despondency, is fixed on life 
and immortality, and sees, by faith, the accomplish- 
ment of all the promises, securing the restoration of 
all mankind. 

It is, perhaps, a common mistake with mankind 
generally, like the Jews of old, to look for visible 
and material things, on which to place their eyes, 
and find an object of sight, instead of faith. They 
were astonished at the idea, which they considered 
was expressed by Christ, of giving them his flesh to 
eat. But Christ declared, “ The flesh profiteth 
nothing. The words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit, and they are life.” The reign, kingdom, 
dominion, rule and government of Christ, is spirit- 
ual. The holy city, or new Jerusalem, is spiritual 
also. So long as nan is blind, sits in darkness, and 
in the prison house, he is ignorant of the new Jeru- 
salem. Itis when Christ opens his eyes, bursts the 
doors of his mental prison, and frees the prisoner 
from his dark abode, that he sees the glory of God, 
and beholds the light of the hely city, the new Jeru- 
salem. How emphatic is the description! “I saw 
no temple therein, for the Lord God Almighty and 
the Lamb are the temple of it.” The temples built 
by men, and sanctified with imprecations and threat- 
enings, are fit emblenis of the mental prison, whose 
walls are washed with the waves of “the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone !” 

—p— 

From the Christian Intelligencer. 
UNIVERSALISM ON A DEATH BED. 
Dear Brotuer,—In your last epistle you in- 

formed me of the death of two of your kind and 
esteemed friends* in Portland, members of your so- 





* Capt. Prichard and Mrs. Smith. 





As I began to read this clause of your let- 

ter, gloomy thoughts ran through my mind. Ah! 

cruel death! thou king of terrors! Two more 

have fallen at thy hand, while others stand, and 
mourn, and weep. But, my mind was not long 
pained with such gloomy reflections. Your decla- 
ration that “they remained, to the last moment of 
life, firm and unshaken in their Farru in the Uni- 
versal Saviour,” called my mind from this dismal 
scene of death and darkness, to the bright scene of 
glorious life beyond the tomb, where death can 
never come, and supplied me with two or more pow- 
erful testimonies against the assertion, often unjust- 
ly and tauntingly made, that a belief in the doctrine 
of the Universal goodness and salvation of God, 
will not give support in a dying hour. 

Those who make this assertion use their utmost 
endeavours, when occasion offers, to make the asser- 
tion true. Great exertions are often made to alarm 
and to terrify the sick, who profess to believe that 
Christ will prove to be, virtually, what the Father 
sent him to be, viz. “the Saviour of the world.’ 
But, in all such eases with which I have been ac- 
quainted, as well as in the case you mention, these 
exertions have proved ineffectual. Though it has 
been said, that the approach of death would cause 
them to give up their faith, yet death, together with 
all these pious exertions, have not been able to de- 
stroy their confidence in the crucified and risen 
Saviour, who? they believed, is “the propitiation 
for their sins, and not for theirs only, but auso for 
the sins of the whole world.” 

A case of this kind lately occurred in Sidney. A 
young lady, by the name of Lucinda Taylor, aged 
about 20, died afew weeks since, triumphant in the 
faith of the gospel, through which life and immor- 
tality are brought to light for the dying family of 
man. She found, by happy experience, that this 
faith was good to live by in time of prosperity, that 
it was good in days of great distress, and good in her 
dying moments. 

A year ago she was brought to endure several 
months of extremely distressful sickness, during 
which it was sometimes thought, by herself and 
friends, that life would continue but a few hours 
longer. At such times, as well as during her whole 
sickness, professors of religion were trying, both by 
persuasion, and by the most horrid denunciations, 
to induce her to renounce her faith. On one even- 
ing, in particular, when it was not expected that she 
would continue until morning, one of her visiting 
neighbours told her, the probability was, that she 
had but a little while to live; and, if she did not 
change her belief, she would sink to hell! After I 
had heard of these things from several others, they 
were told me by Miss Taylor herself, who recover- 
ed her health so that she has since visited this town. 
“These anathemas of men,” said she, “did not 
move me. I was confident that my Saviour was 
sufficient for me ; and I knew, that those who were 
constantly endeavouring to disturb my rest, knew 
nothing of my doctrine.” 

As winter again came on, consumption renewed 


ciety. 





its hold on this daughter of Zion ; and, as though 
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the greatest distress of body were not enough, sev- 
eral of her neighbours again renewed their efforts 
to distress her mind. I visited her during this, her 
last sickness ; and, though she viewed death near, 
That heavenly 
calmness and serenity marked her conversation, 


her rest in the Lord was glorious. 


which ts rarely found. 

I inquired whether any were yet exerting them- 
selves, as they had done before, to shake her confi- 
dence in the impartial and never-failing Saviour of 
“ Yes,” 
their endeavours ; but their exertions to weaken, 
rather tend to strengthen my faith. The more they 
say, the more Tam led to look to Jesus; and I be- 
I feel that I 


sinners. she replied, “many continue 


hold more and more beauties in him. 


am safe in my Saviour’s arms.” 

In this rest she continued to the last, “ being seal- 
ed with the spirit of promise,’ 
ing “the redemption of the [whole] purchased 


’ and joyfully expect- 
possession,” of him “ who gave himself a ransom 
for all, to be testified in due time.” So I suppose 
that those who were her “ miserable comforters,” 
have, in their thoughts, sentenced her to ceaseless 
Of this I judge fiom the assertions before- 
What must she have done to give them 
ground to hope for her future welfare? She must 
She must have ex- 


wo. 
mentioned. 


have assented to their creed. 
pressed a conviction that there is an endless hell for 
the greater part of sinners, and a Saviour but for 


few ; and that she, according to an eternal decree of 


Then they could 
But not to make 


God, was to be of the happy few. 
have thought that “all is well.” 
a Christ of experience, nor trust in assenting to a 
certain creed ; but to trust implicitly in the Son of 
God, and believe that he is the unchangeing and 
never-failing friend and Saviour of the whole hu- 


man family, was thought sufficient to cast one off 


for ever—from the mercy of God. “ Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what they do.” 
S. COBB. 

Waterville, Feb. 25, 1823. 

——i>— 
From the (Baltimore) Telegraph. 
EXCOMMUNICATION, 

Our readers will doubtless remember the account 
we gave a few days ago of the excommunication of 
a lady from the “ pale” of a church in New-York. 
Since that we have seen many able remarks on the 
subject from various quarters of the Union, but 
none has pleased us better than the following arti- 
ele from the pen of Mr. Nines, the Editor of the 
Baltimore Weekly Register. We copy it entire ; 
and, in doing so, we beg our readers to understand 
that we are the decided opponents of religious in- 
tolerance, It might possibly happen, that if we 
knew the entire cause of Mrs. Townsend's wish to 
withdraw from her church, we should differ from 
her in opinion ; and we venture to say, we do differ 
therefrom. But does this difference of opimion make 
her a criminal worthy of excommunication from the 
ehurch ? The idea is ridiculous. In this blessed 
land of liberty we have a liberty of conscience 
which dare not, and cannot be infringed upon—if 
we choose to be orthodox, it is our right—if we 
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choose to remain steadfast in our belief, we have a 
right to do so. If our neighbour entertains princi- 
ples of heterodoxy, it is his business, and not ours ; 
but it would be impertinent in us (to say the least, 
to attempt to wrest from him, by a silly excommu- 
nication, the account he keeps with his God, when 
we have enough to do to attend to the mending of 
our own ways. We do not like this spirit of perse- 
cution, which we occasionally see springing up 
among those very people who profess Christian 
charity and love. If we enjoy a light superior to 
that of our brethren, let us convince them of the 
fact, by showing them love and charity ; but if they 
are in error, for which they are accountable only to 
the Most High and Omnipotent, we cannot devise 
better means to render that error permanent, than 
by denunciation and excommunication. 

We do not like an ever-anxious desire to make 
converts to particular sects, let the clergy and 
the laity, in their individual capacities, give evi- 
dence of a “ Christian walk ;” and a knowledge of 
their sincerity will make more converts to true reli- 
gion, than all the excommunications and denuncia- 
tions which they may “ jointly and severally” man- 
ufacture and publish. 

“THE HOLY INQUISITION.” 

Mrs. Maria Townsend, of New-York, being a 
member of a certain religious congregation in that 
city, requested permission to withdraw therefrom, 
on account of her disbelief in some of the doctrines 
held forth in that church. Her request was not 
granted, but she was cited to appear before some 
set of persons to answer for her disbelief ; she de- 
clined it. A committee was then appointed to visit 
her: she remained steadfast in her opinions, and 
defended them in a manner that was satisfactory to 
her own mind. The committee reported on her 
case ; but, instead of suffering her to retire in a 
peaceable way, it was resolved that she should be 
publicly excommunicated “on the ensuing Lord’s 
day, in the name and by the authority of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” This was done; and the priest, in 
performing the service, said: “It has become my 
painful duty to announce, that Mrs. Maria Town- 
send, a member of this church, has, for two years 
past, persevered in denying the everlasting punish- 
ment of the wicked, and has presented her children 
for dedication, at that place of pretended worship, 
where the doctrine is taught that the wicked will be 
saved as well as the righteous.” 

Who gave this man authority to pronounce such 
condemnation on his neighbours? It is the lan- 
guage of “the holy inquisition ;” and should cause 
him to be “excommunicated” from the society of 
all liberal and just men. 

The lady thus roughly used, or some one for her, 
it seems to me, has a natural, if not a legal right, to 
satisfaction for this rude prosecution, and public ex- 
posure. Circumstanced as she was, it was her duly 
to retive from the congregation ; and there is no law 
of God or man recognized in this country to prevent 
or molest her for doing so, in an orderly manner ; 
yet she was trumpeted forth as if having committed 
a crime, and thundered at from the pulpit, by 
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The day of such things has passed by, and 


! 
name : 
I hope that this lady will prosecute the priest for 


defamation of character. If the law will sustain the 
action, there is no doubt that a jury would award 
euch damages as might reduce the priest to a short 
allowance of wine, at six or eight dollars per gal- 
jon; and make him think well of the matter before 
he should again become the agent of an assault on 
the reputation of an unoffending female, pursuing 
what her own conscience told her was her duty to 
her God. Disagreeing with the doctrines or dogmas 
of the church, she ought to have retired from its 
communion, as she wished to do; and this was suf- 
ficient. The law gives to no one the right of abu- 
sing another for a difference in religious opinion in 
the United States; and it must needs then either be 
prohibited by the law, or reserved for settlement by 
the law of force, the law of nature, to punish offen- 
ces; and the priest ought to be held responsible in 
his property or person, if notin both. A black coat 
should no more protect aman in doing wrong than 
ablue one; we know that it may as easily cover a 
black heart, as the other (being the dress of a sol- 
dier,) envelope a cruel one. It is innocent and good 
deeds only that should defend a man, and these are 
as “a hedge set round about him.” Priest are like 
the rest of us, good and bad ; and, as the very worst 
and meanest of us, should be held here, as they will 
be held hereafter, accountable for their conduct. 
Every religious sect, or other association, has an 
undoubted right to prescribe the terms on which 
new members shall be received, if consistent with 
the laws of the land; but, give up the point in the 
case of this harmless lady, and the principle of “the 
holy inquisition” is at once established. There is 
only one religious denomination, of any considera- 
ble extent, that we know of, in what is called the 
Christian world, that confines its members to per- 
sons of mature age ; and at least ninety-nine out of 
every hundred of those attached to other sects be- 
came so by acts not their own; by the doings of 
their parents, and a course of instruction over which 
they had no sort of control. If these, when they 
begin to feel that they are responsible beings, and, 
as such, bound to think for themselves, and do their 
own work, cannot subscribe to what the priest says is 
orthodox, shall they be abused for it, persecuted and 
proclaimed? In what does this differ from the fiery 
persecutions of queen Mary’s reign, or the diabolical 
proceedings of the priests of Spain, in the time of 
Philip the Second ? It is true that, blessed be God, 
they do not now roast people alive to convert them 
to Christianity ; but a submission to the proceed- 
ings in the case of Mrs. Townsend, would go to suf- 
fer private reputation to be assailed as it was in the 
days of Philip, and permit denunciations as to a fu- 
ture state, by imprudent mortals, affecting to govern 
the Almighty will, or assuming a knowledge of it, 
in matters of conscience! This will notdo. The 
society in question ought to have been relieved of 
the membership of the lady, and she solicited leave 
to retire. There was nothing against her but a dif- 
ference of opinion—she had not otherwise offend- 
ed—and it was her unalienable right to withdraw 





from any sect and associate herself with another, at 


her own discretion. " Had she not given notice of 
her intentions she might have been justly expelled ; 
because every society has some needful surveillance 
over its members, and may compel their attendance, 
&c. or relieve itself of them: but the liberty to 
withdraw from apy one, in a case of conscience like 
this, cannot be refused, unless we are willing to al- 
low the establishment of a tyranny, which, in its na- 
ture and operation, is the most cruel and remorse- 
less of all: imsatiate as death, and as cold as the 
grav e. 

We have not mentioned the name of the sect, or 
that of its clergyman, in this case, for we have not 
any thing to do with either of them. It is the great 
principles of religious liberty that we contend for ; 
and we repeat our wish, that a prosecution may be 
instituted for defamation of character, that the law 
may be settled. If there is no law to punish such 
proceedings, recourse must be had to the law of na- 
ture, or natural law, which was thus described by 
the late venerable Dr. Tilten, of Delaware, in 1775, 
in reference to the then existing state of our coun- 
try, struggling for freedom. Speaking of the 
“ carting” of a tory, he says—* You cannot be ig- 
norant that the law of the land is insufficient to pro- 
tect us against the violence of Great-Britain, and 
that, therefore, America has recurred to the law of 


’ 


nature, by virtue of which she has strengthened her 
hands. As we have no law of the land by which we 
can punish tories and traitors, the natural law of ne- 
cessity takes place—and the question in C,’s case 
is, Did he receive more than he deserved *” Again 
he says—“ What recourse then had America left ? 
Why, she appealed to ihe law of nature,”* &c. 

When we had written thus far, and folded up the 
article for the compositor, as being finished, the fol- 
lowing accidentally presented itself, on looking over 
the papers lying on the desk for another subject. It 
is extracted from Graham's Descriptive Sketches of 
Vermont, and so appropriate to what we have been 
speaking of, that we cannot refrain from inserting 
it. The spirit manifested is such as no liberal man 
can condemn, though the act itself might have went 
too far; still it is an excellent story, and believed to 
be a true one; and will furnish amusement to most 
persons who have not before seen it. 

“The farmer, in question, was a plain, pious man, 
regular in the discharge of his duty both to God and 
his neighbour ;_ but, unluckily, he happened to live 
near one with whom he was not inclined to culti- 
vate either civil or friendly terms. This trouble- 
some personage was no other than a monstrous 
overgrown he-bear, that descended from the moun- 
tains, trod down and destroyed the cornfields, and 
carried off whatever he laid his paws upon. The 
plundered sufferer watched him in vain, the fero- 
cious and cunning animal ever finding methods to 
elude his utmost vigilance ; and, at last, it had learn- 
ed its cue so thoroughly, as only to commit its de 
predations on the Lord’s day, when it knew, from 
experience, the coast wasclear. Wearied out with 





* Principles and Acts of the Revolution, p. 259 
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these oft repeated trespasses, the good man resolved, 
on the next Sunday, to stay in the fields, where, 
with his gun, he concealed himself. The bear came, 
according to custom; he fired, and shot him dead. 





The explosion threw the whole congregation (for it 
was about the hour of the people’s assembling to 
worship,) into consternation. The cause was in- 
quired into. As soon as the pastor, deacons and 
elders, became acquainted with it, they called a spe- 
cial meeting of the church, and cited their offend- 
ing brother before them; to show cause, if any he 


had, why he should not be excommunicated out of 


Christ’s Church, for his daring impiety. In vain 
did he urge, from the Scriptures themselves, that it 
was lawful to do good on the Sabbath day. He was 
cited before judges determined to condemn him ; 
ud the righteous parson, elders and church, viva 
voce, agreed to drive him out from amongst them, 
as polluted and accurst. Accordingly he was en- 
joined (as it is customary on such occasions) on the 
next Sunday, to attend his excommunication in the 


church. He did attend—but not entirely satisfied 


with the justice of the sentence, and too much of a 
soldier to be scandalized in so public a manner for 
an action which he conceived to be his duty, he re- 
solved to have recourse to stratagem; he, therefore, 
went to the appointment with his gun loaded with a 
brace of balls, his sword and cartridge box by his 
side, and his knapsack on his back, with six days’ 


provision in it. 

Service was about half over when he entered the 
sanctuary. He marched leisurely into a corner 
and took his position. As soon as the benediction 
was ended, the holy parson began his excommuni- 
cation; but scarce had he pronounced the words 
« offending brother,” when the honest veteran cock- 
ed and levelled his weapon of destruction, at the 
same time crying out with a leud voice, “ Proceed 
if you dare—proceed and you are a dead man!” At 
this unexpected attack, the astonished clergyman 
shrunk behind his desk, and his opponent, with 
creat deliberation recovered his arms. Some mo- 
ments elapsed before the parson had courage to 
peep from his ecclesiastical battery; when finding 
the old hero had come to a rest, he tremblingly 
reached the order to the elder deacon, desiring him 
to read it. The deacon with stammering accents 
and eyes starting with affright, began as he was 
commanded, but no sooner had he done so, than the 
devoted victim agaif levelled his piece, and more 
vehemently than before exclaimed, “ Desist and 
march—I will not live with shame—desist and 
march, I say, or you are all dead men!” Little 
need had he to repeat his threats—the man of God 
leaped from his desk and escaped; the deacon, 
elders, and congregation, followed in equal trepi- 
dation; the greatest confusion prevailed, the women 
with shrieks and cries, sought their homes, and the 
victor was left undisturbed master of the field, and 
of the church, too, the doors of which he calmly 
locked, put the keys in his pocket and sent them 
with his respects to the pastor. He then marched 
home with all the honours of war, lived thirteen 
vears afterwards, and died a brother in full commu- 





nian; declaring to the last, (among his inmates) that 
he never tasted so great a dainty before.” 
—_— 
NEW CHURCH. 

For the gratification of our friends abroad, we 
inform them that a House for the public worship 
of Almigity God, will be erected in this city the 
ensuing summer, to be designated by the name of 
“ The First Universalist Church.” The house will 
be erected on the south side of the Court House 
square, to be built of brick, proportion, 70 feet by 60, 
and it is expected that the house will be completed 
by the first of December next. Hart. Rel. Ing. 

—j— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
“ Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for thou knowest not what 
a day may bring forth."’ Solomon. 
Boast not, vain man, although to-day 
Is pleasant and serene ; 
To-morrow’s sun may chase away 
Thy prospects like a dream : 
Boast not, for though the day is fair, 
To-morrow thou may’st see 
Thyself a victim to despair, 
A child of misery. 


Is wealth thy boast, and canst thou say, 
“T’ve riches vast in store ; 
And sull, Pil gather every day, 
And hoard up thousands more?” 
Boast not—to-morrow thou may’st see 
Thy riches fly away, 
Thyself reduced to penury 
In one short fleeting day 


Is fame thy boast, and does thy name 
Resound from slrore to shore ? 

Does the re-echoing trump of fame 
Recount thy actions o'er? 

Boast not—it is but for an hour, 
‘To-morrow’s luckless day 

The clouds may o'er thy prospects lower, 
Thy fame may pass away. 


Are friends thy boast; do they appear 
To make thy cares their own ? 
And do they vow to be sincere, 
Though adverse fortunes frown ? 
Boast not—for friends are fiekle things ; 
When wealth and fame are gone, 
Then friendship soars on eagle wings 
* And leaves the wretch to mourn.” 


Or dost thou boast, that length of years 
Are treasured up for thee, 

That thou shalt wear the hoary hairs 
Of life’s declivity? 

Boast not—for, O! how many flowers 
Have bloom’d at morning tide! 

And yet before pale evening's hours 
Have wither'd, and they died. 


And now vain man, as thou must know 
That nothing here is sure, 

That-all is but a fleeting show, 
That all is insecure ; 

O, then, to Heaven thy views extend, 
There cast thy eyes above, 

There dwells thy Saviour and thy Friend, 


Thy God—the GOD OF LOVE. E.S.G. 
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